
            
  Where Will You Be In November? 
        By Kirk Hinsey, President 
 
 Fear….Anger….Challenges….Opportunities…. 
 
 These four words seem to exemplify what has been going on this 
year when it comes down to the budget for the state and for Mesa Public 
Schools.  Educators are afraid of the unknown and what lies ahead. 
 Some educators are angry and ready to spit nails.  Their frustration of not being re-
spected as a professional, being given more and more work to ‘improve’ student achieve-
ment, and taking on extra chores to make ends meet is boiling to the top.  But where does 
the anger need to be directed: the school board?  Superintendents?  Top administrators?  The 
state legislature?  Ourselves for allowing this to happen? 
 But this uncertain time can also allow for creative thought and opportunity to make 
Mesa Public Schools stronger and better.  Not only do we have a responsibility to the dis-
trict, we have a responsibility to our profession to become politically aware.   
 My challenge to you is to give of yourself and become engaged in the politics of educa-
tion.  It is that messy thing in the corner we don’t want to touch, but realize eventually we 
have to deal with it. 
 Our lawmakers and the public in general don’t seem to understand that economic de-
velopment can only be better if we invest in education and provide opportunities for our 
educators and our students to succeed.  We are currently ranked 49th in per pupil funding, 
and have been at, or near the bottom for several years, yet there is no outcry.  Where are the 
concerned parents wondering why their schools are cutting back on services and not fully 
preparing their child for the future?  Where is the outrage from the educators who continue 
to see their paychecks shrink and not keep up with inflation?  So how do we answer these 
questions? 
 Engagement in the politics of the state and an understanding that your voice does count 
is very important for a democratic system to flourish. 
 COMPLACENY will get you nowhere. 
 Are we going to sit back and allow others to create public policy that affects us OR will 
we be active between now and November? 
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Please join us for our  
next Faculty Assemblies 

 
Tuesday, February 26  

4:15 PM, Dobson Ranch Inn 
1666 S. Dobson Rd.  

(Dobson/US 60) 
 

Wednesday, February 27  
4:15 PM, Mi Amigo’s 
6465 E. Southern Ave. 

(Power/Southern) 
 

Please RSVP by  
Friday, February 22  

to Heather at 833-8400,   
Ext. 101 or via email to 

heather.tanner@arizonaea.org 
 

We welcome ALL members 
to join us at either meeting 
and hope to see you there! 

Bargaining – Make Your Presence Known 
 
Bargaining continues and you should have received your first update after the 
opening session on Monday, February 11.  Spokesperson Joe Thomas had ex-
cellent and insightful opening remarks.  It is unfortunate that there were not 
more people there to hear them.  Please plan on attending bargaining on Mon-
days at 4:00 PM at the Stapley Board Room.  It does make a difference to see 
people in the audience and it helps to encourage your bargaining team, espe-
cially in these difficult times. 
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
25   26   West Side FR 

Meeting, 4:15 PM, 
Dobson Ranch Inn 
(Dobson/US 60) 

27   East Side FR  
Meeting, 4:15 PM,   
Mi Amigo’s  
(Power/Southern) 

28 29 1 

3   MEA Meet and 
Confer, 4 PM, 
Stapley Boardroom 

4    MEA Exec Board,  
      4:15 PM,  
      MEA Office 

5   AEA Day at the 
State Capitol 
 
Delegate Ballots Due 

6 7 Cat in the Hat 
Party, 12 Noon, 
Student Services 

8 

10   MEA Meet 
and Confer, 4 PM, 
Stapley Boardroom 

11     12 End of 3rd  
       Quarter 

13 14   RSVP Due by 
5 PM for March  
FR Meetings 

15 

17    18 19 20 21    22 

24   MEA Meet 
and Confer, 4 PM, 
Stapley Boardroom 

25   West Side FR 
Meeting, 4:15 PM, 
Dobson Ranch Inn 
(Dobson/US 60) 

26   East Side FR  
Meeting, 4:15 PM,   
Mi Amigo’s  
(Power/Southern) 

27 28 
 

29 

31   MEA Meet 
and Confer, 4 PM,  
Stapley Boardroom 

      

MEA Calendar of Events                  February—March 2008 

Tutors Needed! 
  

 Interested in making extra money and helping kids at the same time?   
 Sign up for the MEA Tutor Bank!  We provide your name and phone number to parents who are 
 looking for tutors for their children.  You set your rate, availability, and where you will tutor. 
  
 We have a desperate need for High School tutors, especially in Math and Science.  These 
 are probably our most requested grade levels and subjects.  However, all grade levels and  
 subjects are welcome. 

  
   If you are interested in signing up, please contact Heather at the MEA Office, 833-8400, Ext. 101. 

Ways to Get Involved in March 
 
NEA’s Read Across America – the first week of March is the celebration.  MEA sponsored a writing contest and four lucky first 
grade classes will be attending a party with the Cat in the Hat on Friday, March 7, courtesy of MEA and MESPA.  Go to 
www.nea.org and find great ideas to celebrate on your own with your students. 
 
March 5 – Education Day at the Capitol.  Register online at www.arizonaea.org and click on politics and legislation.  A great in-
troduction to life at the capitol. 
 
Sign up to receive the weekly Legislative Update with the important issues surrounding education.  It’s an quick and easy way to 
take action and contact your legislators.  Visit www.arizonaea.org to sign up.  Be sure to use your home email address to receive this 
information. 

Spring Break—No School 

http://www.nea.org/�
http://www.arizonaea.org/�
http://www.arizonaea.org/�


MEA Represents Mesa Teachers at the 21st Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration on January 21, 2008 
By Kathy Ray, MEA Executive Board 

 
 Seven MEA members represented ALL Mesa teachers at this year’s 21st Annual MLK Celebration.  Kyle Neil, a 7th grader at the 
Mesa Academy for Advanced Studies, delivered a passionate rendition of Dr. King’s “I Have a Dream” speech.  After the extremely tal-
ented Kyle finished his speech, I had to agree with Master of Ceremonies Mike Whalen who commented, “Wow! I think the youth in 
Mesa Public Schools are just fine!”  As an educator, it was one of the proudest moments I have ever experienced.  For that I would like to 
thank Kyle, his parents, and all of the talented teachers that have guided Kyle through Mesa schools. 
 Representative Kyrsten Sinema, District l5, was the keynote speaker for the celebration.   Her speech was inspiring and thought-
provoking.  First, she quoted Dr. King, “The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, 
but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.” The Honorable Representative went on to talk about how we are currently 
living in a time of challenge and controversy, and how we have a duty to show moral courage and act in these difficult times.  Isn’t that the 
truth? 
 Later, she quoted MLK again:  “Cowardice asks the question – Is it safe?  Expediency asks the question – Is it politic?  Vanity asks 
the question – Is it popular?  But conscience asks the question – Is it RIGHT?  And there comes a time when one must take a position that 
is neither safe, nor politic, nor popular; but one must take it because it is right.” 

As I reflect upon Kyrsten Sinema’s speech and the wisdom of Dr. King’s words, I think about my MEA membership and why do 
I belong?  Why do I continue to serve on the Executive Board, when I could be with my family?  Why am I representing Mesa teachers at 
the MLK Celebration instead of watching my daughter’s volleyball practice?  Why do I pay dues dollars, when others choose not to pay 
their share and reap the same benefits?  Why do I attend Meet and Confer sessions to support our Bargaining Team, when others show 
little or no support for our fellow teachers who volunteer for that daunting task? Why do I lobby the Legislature for better working condi-
tions for our teachers and educational support staff, better pay, safer schools, and better educational policies for all children in public edu-
cation in Arizona?  After listening to the Honorable Kyrsten Sinema, I know the answer!  I am a member of our association and here I 
quote, “not because it is safe, politic, or popular, BUT BECAUSE IT IS RIGHT!” 
 In ending, I would like to challenge you to reflect on the day we had off to celebrate America’s greatest champion of racial justice 
and equality.  I challenge you to stand up to the Arizona Legislature because it is the right thing to do for children in Arizona.  I challenge 
you to belong to MEA because it is the right thing to do for your profession.  I challenge you to support your fellow teachers and educa-
tional support staff because it is the right thing to do for your conscience. 
 
 MEA Members in attendance: MEA President Kirk Hinsey, Powell Jr. High; Mike Conway, Kerr Elementary; Olga Grant, Lincoln 
Elementary; Wayne Manske, Field Elementary; Shirley Thomas, Westwood High School; Helen Valliere, Kerr Elementary and Kathy 
Ray, O’Connor & Mendoza Elementary. 

Professional Engagement – Learn from an Expert 
 
On Saturday, March 8, from 9 AM to Noon, 
the Center for Progressive Leadership  (CPL) 
will be hosting a lecture and discussion by Dr. 
Richard Meyer from the University of New 
Mexico entitled, “On the Backs of Children 
and Teachers: Who Profits and Who 
Loses?”   
It should be an interesting morning and a great way to be 
engaged in the discussion.  Dr. Meyer is an education ac-
tivist, author, and professor advocating for children of 
public schools and the teachers who teach them.  His dis-
cussion will center around some common themes about 
who is profiting and don’t settle – be an agent of change. 
 
If you are interested in this talk, please RSVP to the 
MEA Office at  833-8400, Ext. 101 by March 3.  MEA 
will cover the cost of your attendance.  The site will be 
determined later. 

MEA Record  
1032 E. University Dr., Mesa, Arizona  85203 
480-833-8400 (Office)  480-834-6890 (Fax) 

Visit us on the web:  www.mesateachers.org 
 

 
Do you like to write?  Would you like to 
share your story of how MEA has helped 
you?  Interested in reporting on an MEA or 
AEA event you attended?  Or have another 
idea for a Record article? 
 

If so, please submit your story or ideas to Heather at the  MEA 
Office.  Articles must be received no later than 5 PM on the 
10th of each month.  Please include a contact number or 
email.  
 
All articles must conform to established length and be 
appropriate for the purposes of this publication.  Information 
in articles needs to be journalistically and factually sound.  
We reserve the right to edit for grammar, mechanics, and 
clarity.  We will notify you if we use your submission. 

2007 Tax Deduction Information 

Full time members with payroll deduction, your 2007 
tax deduction amount is $489.86. 

If you are not full time, please call Christine at 480-
833-8400, Ext. 100 and she will provide your tax  

deduction amount. 
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